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Fabulous Dress, but …

By Ashley Southall

No belle wants to turn up at a ball to find another women wearing the same dress. But it can happen, even to a first lady.

In 2006, Laura Bush and three other women showed up at the program for the Kennedy Center Honors, one of Washington’s few dazzling events, in the exact same red Oscar de la Renta gown. Mrs. Bush changed promptly, but fashion writers were not that forgiving to her stylists.

For the price “wouldn’t you want to be confident you’ll be the only one wearing it?” asked a CBS correspondent, Thalia Assuras. “Especially if you’re the first lady?”

With at least a million people expected to flock to the nation’s capital for Inauguration 2009, and its dozens of balls, both official and unofficial, the stakes are high for women who buy dresses made in quantities greater than one.

Which brings us to DressRegistry.com, a new Web site that allows women to “register” the dresses they are planning to wear to different inaugural events - descriptions, photos, product codes, and all. Registering on the site is free and so is browsing to get a taste of what others are wearing.

By Friday, partygoers had registered 72 gowns for 15 events.

While the site offers no guarantee that no two women will wear the same dress to a party, its aim is to minimize that risk.

“The only thing they can’t do is see who is wearing what,” said DressRegistry’s co-founder Andrew Johnson in an interview with The Washington Times. “That would be cheating.”

